
 1754-1763  British Colonies in NA fight French and Indian War 

 1764   Sugar Act strengthens British enforcement of taxes on sugar & molasses 

 1765   Stamp Act Congress formed to protest British Stamp Act, which taxes 

legal documents 

 1767   Townshend Acts impose British tax on nearly everything, causing 

widespread colonial discontent 

 1770   Boston Massacre occurs when British soldiers fire upon a crowd of 

Bostonians and kill five 

 1773   Boston Tea Party occurs when Bostonians destroy English tea to protest 

Tea Act 

 1774   First Continental Congress meets in Philadelphia; Britain enacts 

Intolerable (Coercive) Acts to suppress protestors after Boston Tea Party 

 1775   Battles of Lexington and Concord mark beginning of Revolutionary War 

 1776   Thomas Paine publishes Common Sense; Continental Congress signs the 

Declaration of Independence of July 4 

 1777   American forces defeat British General Burgoyne’s troops at Battle of 

Saratoga 

 1781   Articles of Confederation ratified as basis for American law; Lord 

Cornwallis surrenders to American and French forces at Siege of Yorktown 

 1783   US and Britain sign the Treaty of Paris, ending the Revolutionary War 

 1784-1787  NW Ordinances create NW Territory & outline process for settling new 

land 

 1786-1787  MA farmers revolt in Shays’s Rebellion 

 1788   Constitution ratified as basis of US law 

 



 

 


